Spread of scrapie agent to the central nervous system: study of a rat model.
Invasion of scrapie agent into the central nervous system (CNS) was studied in rats following intracerebral and peripheral inoculation, the latter by injection into intact or transected sciatic nerve. Comparison of sleep-wakefulness alterations, neuropathological features, and time lag of electroencephalographic and clinical signs in the 3 groups suggests that hematogenous spread of infection to the CNS may predominate over neural transport, and that peripheral inoculation may closely approximate natural infection.